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as well as ofTiruvullakkavu.14 So by having written this work
Vazhakunnam has fulfilled a long felt need of the devotees of
Ayyappa. The slokas have been written in various metres. The
first and the last slokas are rather lengthy compared to the rest.
Vazhakunnam has clearly specified his intention of praying Lord
Ayyappa. The poet's request is to bless him to have bhakti in
Lord Krishna.

DEVBTAVAH15

This short work in Sanskrit by the poet Vazhakunnam
Vasudevan Nambudiri is on Bhagavati. It has been published 20
years after its composition.16 All the nine slokas are compara-
tively long ones. In each of the slokas Vazhakunnam calls the
deity Bhagavati by different names. He wishes to address her
along with Lalithasahasranama chanting. His main prayer to her
is to develop Krishnabhakti in him. This answers the natural
doubt why Vazhakunnam, an ardent devotee of Lord Krishna
prays to the deity Bhagavati. Each sloka competes with the other
in beauty and poetic excellence.

14. Venmani (Kuttan) Parameswaran Nambudiripad, preface, ibid
opening page.

15. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, Devistavah. Norman
Printing Beareau, Calicut, 1965.

16. Venmani Paramesvaran Nambudiripad, preface, Ibid. p. 1.
97